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To Registered Architects


Salutations. This is probably the NZRAB’s last newsletter for the year, so Merry Christmas and, despite all the gloomy economic news, may you have a happy and prosperous New Year.

Here at the Board things are moving apace, the following having happened recently.

CPD Leapfrog
We are currently working hard refining the way our continuing registration policies work. One innovation we are making is that each year all architects who have already gained 1000 CPD points, including 100 points in the four units of competency, even though they are not due for a five-yearly Competence Review will be offered the chance to “leapfrog”. This means, if they wish, they can be deemed on the spot to have had Competence Reviews entitling them to annual registration for five more years, ie their next review date is immediately put forward five years. So, for example, architects who have 1000 CPD points at 1 July 2009 will have their upcoming Competence Reviews put off until 2014. This is a way of ensuring that when architects reach 1000 CPD points early any more points that they gain don’t go to waste.

Continuing Registration and CPD more generally
The leapfrog idea came as part of a much larger stream of work. We intend in the New Year to finalise all our policies for continuing registration and CPD. Then we’ll provide all architects with a detailed booklet explaining what they need to do to succeed when their five–yearly Competence Reviews are due, the first being in 2011 for those architects who were first registered with the NZRAB in 2006, leapfroggers apart. 

Advertising complaint
Our work to protect the title “Registered Architect” has taken a new direction. Recently we came across an advertisement in a newspaper for the firm “Will Tatton Architecture” along with a tease asking readers whether they were “Not sure what you can expect from an Architect?” Rather than writing the usual grumpy letter, we laid a complaint with the Advertising Standards Authority. Advertisers have a code of ethics which says advertising intended or likely to deceive is not permitted. The authority found in our favour and Will Tatton Architecture has agreed not to use that advertisement again. We’ve laid two other complaints with the authority along similar lines. We are determined not to let these abuses go unchallenged. 


New government, new minister
With the change of government we have a new minister, the Hon Maurice Williamson. To familiarize the Minister with our issues, we’ve provided him with a “Briefing to the Income Minister” which you can read on our website here. As it indicates, at some stage we will be seeking changes to the Registered Architects Act 2005 and the Registered Architects Rules 2006. The most urgent issue is streamlining our complaints and discipline procedures. At the moment they are so convoluted and time-consuming that even King Solomon would despair!

New Board, new manual
As per my last newsletter, we’ve had a major shakeup on the Board itself, with half the Board being replaced in recent months. The new team has had its first meeting and adopted a new Board Manual which is provided to all Board members. It outlines how the Board is supposed to operate and the duties of individual Board members. So everyone knows the standards that apply, it can be viewed here.

APEC Architect Project
The Board has taken its first step in creating opportunities for New Zealand Registered Architects to fast track registering in other countries. This is though the APEC Architect Project. We’ve approached our sister organisation in Japan proposing a bilateral arrangement which would simplify the requirements for senior architects from either economy to register in the other. Its early days and we’ll keep you posted as things develop.

Registration round
We’ve just completed another round of initial registrations. The process went well. One interesting detail was that on average the applicants seemed to have been working longer than previously. 

“Now you are an architect!”
And for those who succeed with initial registration we have created a publication entitled “Now you are an Architect!” which explains what being registered means – both the obligations and entitlements. It’s hot-off-the-press and can be viewed here or the text read here.

And that’s our news at the moment. As always, if you have any concerns or feedback that you wish to provide, do get in touch.
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