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Hello again from the NZRAB. There is further news to report.

Board changes
Firstly, there have been a number of changes to the Board.

The terms of Deborah Cranko (Deputy Chairperson), Gordon Moller, Brian Elliott and Don McRae have been completed. Their replacements are Kate Davenport (Deputy Chairperson), Helen Tonkin, Callum McKenzie and Anna-Marie Chin.

This changes the complexion of the Board, so that now the Board compromises five architects, two lawyers and an accountant. The next renewals come up in two years time.

Annual Report
The Board has completed its Annual Report for 2008, which you can view along with a press statement here. 

Particular highlights during 2007 2008 were:

- The Board’s governance arrangements were enhanced by a new committee structure.
- The Board’s initial registration procedures worked well.
- Substantial progress was made developing continuing registration and discipline procedures 
- The Board’s regular communications with architects and other stakeholders were enhanced.
- The Board’s website was improved.
- A new mechanism was developed for the public to use the Architects Register. 

We ended the financial year with a modest surplus, though looking ahead we are projecting deficits as things currently stand. To see the Board’s priorities in the year now underway, go to the NZRAB Strategic Plan 2008.pdf. 

Minister agrees to fee changes
The Minister for Building and Construction has agreed in principle to the proposed fee changes that we consulted about earlier in the year. This is good news, especially as it means we can plan for the Competence Review procedures that will be required in 2011 for those architects who were first registered with the NZRAB in 2006. The Competence Review is the five yearly “warrant of fitness” that all architects must undergo as required by the Act. You’ll recall a while back we issued a policy on how this will work, which you can view again here. We expect the new fees to be promulgated in the New Year.

APEC Architect Project
Last week Ron Pynenburg (Board Chairperson) and I met with officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade to discuss New Zealand’s participation in the APEC Architect Project. The project’s goal is to enable experienced architects to become registered in the various economies around the Pacific Rim thereby encouraging international trade in architectural services. At the last Board meeting the decision was made increase our involvement by seeking specific inter-economy arrangements, ie “I will, if you will” agreements.

From the discussion, it became clear that opening up these relationships accords with the Government’s free trade agenda. But also, inter-government free trade agreements are not the whole story – it’s up to agencies in each sector to make their own arrangements under that umbrella. 

With that imprimatur, we are working on our first steps in this and also consulting with the Australians, given that they already have a number of these bilateral agreements of their own that we can learn from.

Upgraded Register
The Architects Register has had a substantial upgrade. This is the online listing of all Registered Architects. Now the details of all architects are properly displayed, though of course your contact details can be kept confidential if you wish. To see how it works go here and if you want to check what the register says about you, go here. Then, if you want to correct any of the details about you, go here.

Registration applications up again
The end-of-year initial registration round is underway now. Back in May during the last registration round the numbers of people applying was well below normal. We worried that this might be the beginning of a trend. However, for this round application numbers are up again, which is good.

New brochure
We’ve just published a new brochure – it’s a brief introduction to what the Board does. You can view it here. Work on another publication targeted at newly registered architects is well advanced. When that’s done, we’ll post both of these out to you, as we did with the earlier complaints and discipline brochure, viewable here.

Discipline case
At the last Board meeting the decision was taken to refer a complaint against an architect to a Disciplinary Committee Hearing. This is scheduled for January and will be the Board’s first such hearing.

That’s our news at the moment. Any concerns, please do get in touch.

Best wishes
Paul Jackman
CE
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