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Greetings again from the NZRAB.

The Board met last week and there is news to report.

Most importantly, the Board adopted a Continuing Registration Policy, which is attached to this email. As a Registered Architect, you should consider this carefully, because it will impact on you.

The NZRAB is required by law to check every five years to make sure that each Architect is still fit to practice, or, expressing this more correctly, still meets the applicable minimum standards for registration. Think of it as like a car's warrant of fitness. As an Architect you have to have one every five years to continue practicing.

Because the NZRAB first started registering Architects in mid-2006, the first tranche of these "Competence Reviews", as we call them, will need to be done by 30 June 2011. If you were first registered with the NZRAB between 1 July 2006 and 31 December 2006 you will be in this first group. If you were first registered with the NZRAB in 2007 then your first Competence Review must take place by 30 June 2012 and so on.

As you will have noticed, this year the Board has been working out how we will do this. The Act requires that the Board has to make a judgment in each case based on evidence, and we have worked out a set of proposals on how we will do this. We then determined a set of fees to fund this and prepared a submission to the Minister seeking to get the new fees implemented. As part of this, we put these proposed fees and a description of the planned procedures to Architects for consultation. From that some excellent suggestions were made for improving the Competence Review procedure which we included in the proposals that have now gone to the Minister. We hope to have a decision from him sometime this month.

As we've thought about this further, we've realised that we now have to give Architects very clear information about how these procedures will work in detail. That's because Architects now have choices. Do you, depending on your individual circumstances, push on to get the 1000 CPD points? This would mean when your Competence Review comes up you will automatically get your "warrant of fitness" to carry on for another five years. Or, do you decide, no, you won't bother with getting the 1000 CPD points? Instead, when the time comes, you will present your own evidence that you still cut the mustard, including whatever CPD points you got, which will then be judged on its merits by an Evaluation Panel.

The choice is yours, but it needs to be an informed choice. That's why we've prepared this Continuing Registration Policy and are circulating it now, so, come 2011, everyone knows the rules or what's expected. We intend to make clear what will be accepted as sufficient evidence, so you can set yourself up to succeed when it comes time for your Competence Review.

However, this doesn't end here. Shortly we will be bringing together a small group of our Registration Assessors and asking them to establish criteria, should it come to the hard point, for deciding on what basis we would actually cancel an Architect's registration. We need clear lines in the sand and intend that this will be sorted and communicated in detail to all Architects as soon as possible.
  
So please read the policy, give it careful thought, and watch this space.

In other news ....

At its meeting the Board adopted an updated Strategic Plan for 2008/11, which is also attached to this email. There were no radical U-turns on last year's Strategic Plan. The Board has set itself the challenge of getting to a business-as-usual mode of operations by mid-2010, and the plan describes how we intend to do that.

The Board also reviewed its finances over the year past - we broke even - and set a budget for the year now underway. 

Four new Registration Assessors were appointed and the honorarium paid to Assessors was increased from a pittance to a slightly larger pittance. The Assessors are the heart of the NZRAB and without them we would not function. The Board has conveyed to the Assessors its gratitude for the work they do.

For the first time in the NZRAB's history, a complaint against an Architect has now been referred to a Disciplinary Committee hearing, which will convene in the next few months. When the hearing is concluded the results will be reported to you, so you can see what happened and whether any useful lessons can be taken from it.

The Board decided that it will seek bilateral arrangements with other economies in the Pacific Rim allowing so called APEC Architects to fast track registrations in countries other than their own. Nothing will happen quickly, but the commitment has been made. 

And finally, here at the office I've been grinding through 441 double-sided pages of responses to the CPD survey. The results are fascinating - a huge range of opinions expressed - and there is a lot to think about.  

That's our news for the moment. Any concerns please contact me directly.

Cheers
Paul Jackman
CE NZRAB
04 471 1336, 021 2800 197
